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Profile 

Martin holds a master’s degree in Economics from the University of Oslo, and a bachelor’s degree from 

NTNU in Trondheim. During his years at NTNU, he was an exchange student at Erasmus Universiteit in 

Rotterdam. His academic background is rooted in quantitative policy analysis, with an emphasis on 

environmental and climate policy. He acquired particular expertise in the use of modern econometrics 

to quantify economic effects and uncover causal relationships.  

In Vista Analyse, Martin has applied both quantitative and qualitative methods in projects within a wide 

range of topics, from inequality mitigation in Uganda, to quantifying the effects of housing 

requirements. In the projects he has primarily been responsible for statistical analysis, but he has also 

worked with surveys and interviews, as well as calibrating methods in light of recent research literature.  

During his education and work in Vista Analysis, Martin has acquired expertise in econometric analysis 

of willingness-to-pay surveys for valuation of non-market goods. He is currently completing a research 

paper on the stability of environmental preferences over time for submission to an academic journal 

(see academic experience), and the manuscript has been selected for presentation at the annual 

conference of environmental and resource economists in Europe, in Italy in the summer of 2022.  

Education 
2019-2021 Master of Philosophy in Economics, University of Oslo  

2016-2019 Bachelor’s in Economics, NTNU in Trondheim 
One semester exchange at Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam 
Two semesters studying Political Science 

Work experience 
2021- Vista Analyse, consultant 

2019-2021 University of Oslo, study representative 
The role consisted of visiting high schools to lecture in economics. The subjects he 
lectured was environmental economics, as well as fical and monetary policy. The role 
included both working on the material beforehand and presenting.  

2014-2021 ARK Book store, store employee 
Worked in branches in Hamar, Trondheim and Oslo.  

Curriculum Vitae 
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Academic experience 
2021- 
(ongoing) 

Stated preferences in tumultuous times: Investigating environmental preferences over 
a five-year period controlling for Covid 
Research paper presented at the annual conference of the European association of 
environmental and resource economists, summer 2022 in Rimini, Italy.   
Working paper available at SSRN.  
Abstract: Temporal aspects of environmental preferences and willingness to pay (WTP) 
have not yet received attention comparable to their importance. We investigate how 
WTP and preferences have evolved over five years. Data generated by two identical 
contingent valuation surveys on oil spill prevention applied to a high-quality internet 
panel of Norwegian households in 2015 and 2020 were analyzed. The 2020 
respondents consisted of both new and retest participants. This data structure is 
rare in the literature, and our test-retest (TR) sample is the largest of any studies 
beyond 1-2 years. We find a significant increase in WTP when comparing full samples of 
all individuals, while no significant change is found in the TR sample. Estimated 
preference functions are stable for both samples when controlling for various factors. 
Utilizing decomposition analysis, we find that a negative shift in preferences causes 
WTP to decrease among TR respondents. Using COVID-specific survey questions and 
matching the number of COVID cases in respondents' county on the day they 
completed the survey, we find that the pandemic likely produced a downward bias of 
10-20 percent on WTP in 2020. Further investigations suggest this is due to 
psychological, rather than economic, implications of the pandemic. 

Project experience at Vista Analyse 

Vista Analyse - Martin Ørbeck for all public reports. 

2022- 
(ongoing) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2022- 
(ongoing) 
 
 
 
 
2022- 
(ongoing) 
 
 
 
 

Socio-economic assessments of a transition towards emission-free construction sites 
Nye Veier 
Related to the national efforts to make construction sites in the transport sector 
emission-free, Vista is employed to make assessments related to what socio-economic 
effects this transition may cause. The project focuses on the role of pilot projects to 
stimulate technology development, and we therefore combine insights from classical 
economic theory with theory of technology and innovation. Among the technologies 
being considered are circular solutions such as the use of biogas as a source of energy. 
The project addresses how pilot projects’ effectiveness depends on characteristics such 
as market situation, technological maturity and more.  
 
Quality assurance of concept study – Norwegian Armed Defence’s secure platforms 
The Norwegian Ministry of Finance and the Norwegian Ministry of Defence  
Vista Analyse, in collaboration with Metier, carries out a quality assurance (KS1) of 
concept study for new ICT systems within the MAST investment programme linked to 
the Armed Forces' secure platforms. 
 
Benefit realization at Nye Veier 
Nye Veier 
Vista Analyse assists Nye Veier in their work on benefit realization. The work includes 
the preparing documents for decision-making regarding several new projects in the 
company's portfolio, in addition to developing the general methodology for benefit 
realization in the company.  
 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4280689
https://www.vista-analyse.no/no/medarbeidere/martin-orbeck/
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2021- 
(ongoing) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Direct Worth vs. Willingness-to-pay 
Pending research article, based on a project carried out by Vista Analyse for Statnett 
An academic article based on a survey on consumers' willingness to pay to avoid long-
term power outages that Vista Analyse prepared, conducted and analysed for Statnett. 
The article uses econometric methods to answer a research question about why 
respondents report much higher direct costs as a result of power outages than 
willingness to pay in order to avoid the same outages. The article is written by a team at 
Vista Analyse with expertise in valuation studies and economic analysis of non-market 
goods. 
 
Evaluation of person-oriented policies in the action zone in Nord-Troms and Finnmark 
The Norwegian Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development 
In collaboration with the research institute Oslo Fiscal Studies (OFS) at the University of 
Oslo, Vista Analyse conducts an evaluation of person-oriented policies in the action 
zone, which includes lower taxes and fees, as well as the deletion of student loans. 
Central to the work is the use of advanced econometric methods to uncover cause-
and-effect relationships between the policies and desired targets for population 
numbers and employment in northern Norway. Furthermore, analyses using simulation 
models will also be conducted, with the models LOTTE-skatt and LOTTE-arbeid at 
Statistics Norway, as well as NOREG 2 at Vista Analyse. All econometric analyses are 
carried out with a rich register data material produced by Statistics Norway. In addition 
to the statistical analyses, the project will involve conducting surveys and in-depth 
interviews to provide further qualitative input to our findings.  
 
Calculation of road toll potential on eight projects in Nye Veier's portfolio 
New Roads 
We calculated the potential for collecting road toll on eight projects in Nye Veier's 
portfolio. The methodology is based on the assumption that the toll rates are set equal 
to the total benefits that the new road generates for the users in terms of reduced 
travel time and increased driving comfort. Central to the project was developing a 
methodology for traffic rejection to assess how many and which road users will choose 
alternative roads if tolls are introduced.  
 
Potential effects of residence requirements at Nøtterøy in Færder municipality 
Færder municipality 
Quantitative analysis of potential effects of introducing residence requirements in the 
old municipality of Nøtterøy, focusing on whether it affects the number of residents or 
the economy of the municipality. Based on previous analyses and available statistics, a 
dataset and framework for a statistical analysis was established to accurately estimate 
how residency requirements may affect how many people reside in an area, and how 
the composition of the population may be affected. With detailed data at a 
geographical level below municipality borders, we analyzed statistical relationships in 
areas with and without residence requirements, where we took into account variables 
related to the attractiveness of the areas for year-round and holiday homes, such as 
centrality and proximity to the sea. The results of the statistical analysis were used to 
make recommendations to Færder municipality on whether residence requirements 
can have desired effects in the area.  
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2021-2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2021-2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2021 

National scope survey of economic crime 
Ministry of Justice and Public Security 
The project involved carrying out a representative national scope survey of economic 
crime targeting private and public enterprises in Norway, as well as analyzing the 
results against relevant research and other investigations. The project involved a 
combination of quantitative and qualitative research methods, with empirical analysis 
of available statistics and a survey we produced, as well as conducting a large number 
of interviews.  
 
Study of transport services for the elderly 
Norwegian Directorate of Health 
A study of present transport services for the elderly in Norway to extend the state of 
knowledge of the topic and assess how the services perform with recommendations for 
potential solutions.  
To investigate the topic, a survey was created for both providers and clients of the 
services to answer, with several additional in-depth interviews to widen our 
understanding. The study consists of  
1) outlining present services based on online materials and statistical analysis 
2) an analysis of elderly needs in trasnportation 
3) a description of potential policy action based on our findings 
4) proposing future transport services for the elderly in rural areas 
 
Public expenditures, development, and inequality – A study of Uganda 
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
An analysis of public efforts to mitigate inequality in Uganda, co-authored by Statistics 
Norway. The analysis focuses on public expenditures within health and education. 
At the core of our method is a model that assesses public efforts to mitigate inequality 
from policy decision to desired outcome. The model seeks to identify which factors that 
may lead to insufficient efforts to mitigate inequality, as well as mechanisms that may 
jeopardize how these efforts translate to outcomes at the citizen level. The model is 
developed so that it may be employed for similar analyses of other countries. 
A diverse selection of data was applied to give our analysis empirical backing. Key 
indicators of health and education retrieved from international databases were 
analysed in comparison to public expenditure levels over time, to provide insight into 
the development of inequality mitigation in Uganda. To identify sources of inefficiency 
in how the efforts translate to outcomes, we interviewed several experts in economic 
policy in Uganda, as well as members of Ugandan civic society. In addition, we made 
use of the Afrobarometer, a database consisting of large-scale surveying of citizens in 
many African countries, which has been gathered frequently for many years.  
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Other 
Radio Revolt, radioshow host 
Creative and administrative responsibility for the show «FEBER» for two years. The role included 
producing and presenting a weekly show, in addition to several other activities such as organizing 
events and working as a DJ. The role also consisted of being a member of the music editorial staff at 
the Student Media in Trondheim.  

Languages 
Nowegian Native 

English Fluent 

IT-proficiency 
R, Excel, Final Cut Pro 

 


